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Concerns For the Family

#03: Anti-Christ is Nearer than You 

Think

II Thessalonians 2:1-4

“1 Now we request you, brethren, with regard to the 

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering 

together to Him, 2 that you not be quickly shaken 

from your composure or be disturbed either by a 

spirit or a message or a letter as if from us, to the 

effect that the day of the Lord has come. 3 Let no one 

in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless 

the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness 

is revealed, the son of destruction, 4 who opposes 

and exalts himself above every so-called god or 

object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the 

temple of God, displaying himself as being God.”

I Thessalonians 2:19

“19 For who is our hope or joy or 

crown of exultation? Is it not even 

you, in the presence of our Lord 

Jesus at His coming?” 

I Thessalonians 5:1-3

“1 Now as to the times and the epochs, 

brethren, you have no need of anything to 

be written to you. 2 For you yourselves 

know full well that the day of the Lord will 

come just like a thief in the night. 3 While 

they are saying, ‘Peace and safety!’ then 

destruction will come upon them suddenly

like labor pains upon a woman with child, 

and they will not escape.” 

Man of lawlessness or sin.

I John 2:18 and 2:22

“18 Children, it is the last hour; and just 

as you heard that antichrist is coming, 

even now many antichrists have 

appeared; from this we know that it is 

the last hour. …. 22 Who is the liar but 

the one who denies that Jesus is the 

Christ? This is the antichrist, the one 

who denies the Father and the Son.”
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I John 4:3

“And every spirit that does not confess Jesus 

is not from God; this is the spirit of the 

antichrist, of which you have heard that it is 

coming, and now it is already in the world.”

2 John 7

“For many deceivers have gone out into the 

world, those who do not acknowledge Jesus 

Christ as coming in the flesh. This is the 

deceiver and the antichrist.”

A reoccurring motif in these texts 

is a denial of Jesus or 

of His Sonship or His Lordship.

ANTICHRISTOS

Can mean either “against Christ” 

or “instead of Christ” 

or perhaps combining the two.

Whatever preoccupies the 

world and seduces the 

believer’s heart is antichrist.

Opportunity

We have more than ever before. 

Complexity

We have more choices than ever before.
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I am calling for a rigorous 

restraint on how much time 

and treasure is invested in this 

worldly activity.

Psalm 1:2

“2 But his delight is in 

the law of the Lord,

And in His law he meditates 

day and night.” 

Matthew 5:27-30

“27 You have heard that it was said, ‘YOU SHALL 

NOT COMMIT ADULTERY’;  28 but I say to you 

that everyone who looks at a woman with lust for 

her has already committed adultery with her in his 

heart.  29 If your right eye makes you stumble, tear it 

out and throw it from you; for it is better for you to 

lose one of the parts of your body, than for your 

whole body to be thrown into hell.  30 If your right 

hand makes you stumble, cut it off and throw it 

from you; for it is better for you to lose one of the 

parts of your body, than for your whole body to go 

into hell.” 

Verse 21

“21 You have heard that the ancients were told, ‘YOU SHALL NOT 

COMMIT MURDER’ and ‘Whoever commits murder shall be liable 

to the court.’”

Verse 31

“31 It was said, ‘WHOEVER SENDS HIS WIFE AWAY, LET HIM 

GIVE HER A CERTIFICATE OF DIVORCE’.” 

Verse 33

“33 Again, you have heard that the ancients were told, ‘YOU SHALL 

NOT MAKE FALSE VOWS, BUT SHALL FULFILL YOUR VOWS 

TO THE LORD.’” 

Verse 38

“38 You have heard that it was said, ‘AN EYE FOR AN EYE, AND A 

TOOTH FOR A TOOTH.’”

Verse 43

“43 You have heard that it was said, ‘YOU SHALL LOVE YOUR 

NEIGHBOR and hate your enemy.’”

It is better to lose one member and enter life maimed, he 

said, than to retain our whole body and go to hell. That 

is to say, it is better to forgo some experiences this life 

offers in order to enter the life which is life indeed; it is 

better to accept some cultural amputation in this world 

than risk final destruction in the next. Of course this 

teaching runs clean counter to modern standards of 

permissiveness. It is based on the principle that eternity 

is more important than time and purity than culture, and 

that any sacrifice is worthwhile in this life if it is 

necessary to ensure our entry into the next. We have to 

decide, quite simply, whether to live for this world or 

the next, whether to follow the crowd or Jesus Christ.

We need to restrain

how much time we allow 

for avenues of thought 

technology provides.
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We cannot speed up oneness with 

God, and constantly “being on the go” 

will contribute to a poor example to 

children of who really is first.

II Timothy 3:1-7

“1 But realize this, that in the last days difficult times 

will come. 2 For men will be lovers of self, lovers of 

money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to 

parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3 unloving, irreconcilable, 

malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters 

of good, 4 treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of 

pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5 holding to a 

form of godliness, although they have denied its 

power; Avoid such men as these. 6 For among them 

are those who enter into households and captivate 

weak women weighed down with sins, led on by 

various impulses, 7 always learning and never able to 

come to the knowledge of the truth.”

The Spirit of antichrist 

is alive and well.


