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There is No Reason to Turn Back!
An Exposition of the Book of Hebrews

19: “The Danger of Apostasy”

Hebrews 6:4-8

Hebrews 5:12

“12 For though by this time you ought to 

be teachers, you have need again for 

someone to teach you the elementary 

principles of the oracles of God, and 

you have come to need milk and not 

solid food.”

Hebrews 6:4-8

“4 For in the case of those who have once 

been enlightened and have tasted of the 

heavenly gift and have been made 

partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have 

tasted the good word of God and the 

powers of the age to come, 6 and then 

have fallen away, it is impossible to 

renew them again to repentance, since 

they again crucify to themselves the Son 

of God and put Him to open shame.

7 For ground that drinks the rain which often 

falls on it and brings forth vegetation useful 

to those for whose sake it is also tilled, 

receives a blessing from God; 8 but if it 

yields thorns and thistles, it is worthless and 

close to being cursed, and it ends up being 

burned.” 

Hebrews 6:4-6a

“4 For in the case of those who have once 

been enlightened and have tasted of the 

heavenly gift and have been made 

partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have 

tasted the good word of God and the 

powers of the age to come, 6 and then 

have fallen away….

Hebrews 6:9

“In your case, beloved, we are 

convinced of better things.”
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“Have once been enlightened”

“tasted of the heavenly gift”

“shared in the Holy Spirit”

“Tasted of the goodness of the Word of God”

“Powers of the age to come”

John 10:28-29

“28 And I give eternal life to them, and 

they will never perish; and no one will 

snatch them out of My hand.  29 My 

Father, who has given them to Me, is 

greater than all; and no one is able to 

snatch them out of the Father’s hand.” 

John 6:36-40

“36 But I said to you that you have seen Me, and 

yet do not believe.  37 All that the Father gives Me 

will come to Me, and the one who comes to Me I 

will certainly not cast out.  38 For I have come 

down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the 

will of Him who sent Me.  39 This is the will of 

Him who sent Me, that of all that He has given Me 

I lose nothing, but raise it up on the last day.  40 For 

this is the will of My Father, that everyone who 

beholds the Son and believes in Him will have 

eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the 

last day.”

Romans 8:38-39

“38 For I am convinced that neither death, 

nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 

things present, nor things to come, nor 

powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor any 

other created thing, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God, which 

is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”

Philippians 1:6

“6 For I am confident of this very thing, 

that He who began a good work in you will 

perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.” 

II Timothy 1:12

“12 For this reason I also suffer these 

things, but I am not ashamed; for I know 

whom I have believed and I am convinced 

that He is able to guard what I have 

entrusted to Him until that day.” 

The point is that these people 

participated in the life of the church 

but were never converted.

They look the part and act the part, 

but are not the part.
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Hebrews 3:7-11

“7 Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, ‘TODAY 

IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE, 8 DO NOT HARDEN 

YOUR HEARTS AS WHEN THEY PROVOKED ME, 

AS IN THE DAY OF TRIAL IN THE WILDERNESS, 9

WHERE YOUR FATHERS TRIED Me  BY TESTING 

Me, AND SAW MY WORKS FOR FORTY YEARS. 10

THEREFORE I WAS ANGRY WITH THIS 

GENERATION, AND SAID, 'THEY ALWAYS GO 

ASTRAY IN THEIR HEART, AND THEY DID NOT 

KNOW MY WAYS'; 11 AS I SWORE IN MY WRATH, 

'THEY SHALL NOT ENTER MY REST.’” 

Hebrews 4:3,5, 8

“3 For we who have believed enter that rest, 

just as He has said, ‘AS I SWORE IN MY 

WRATH, THEY SHALL NOT ENTER MY 

REST,’ although His works were finished 

from the foundation of the world. … 5 and 

again in this passage, ‘THEY SHALL NOT 

ENTER MY REST.’ … 8 For if Joshua had 

given them rest, He would not have spoken 

of another day after that.” 

Matthew 7:21-23

“21 Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, 

Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but 

he who does the will of My Father who is in 

heaven will enter.  22 Many will say to Me on 

that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in 

Your name, and in Your name cast out 

demons, and in Your name perform many 

miracles?’  23 And then I will declare to them, 

‘I never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU 

WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.’” 

Hebrews 6:6

“6 and then have fallen away, it is 

impossible to renew them again to 

repentance, since they again crucify to 

themselves the Son of God and put 

Him to open shame.”

Hebrews 10:26

“26 For if we go on sinning willfully 

after receiving the knowledge of the 

truth, there no longer remains a 

sacrifice for sins.”

I John 2:19

“19 They went out from us, but they were 

not really of us; for if they had been of 

us, they would have remained with us; 

but they went out, so that it would be 

shown that they all are not of us.”
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Hebrews 6:7-8

“7 For ground that drinks the rain which 

often falls on it and brings forth vegetation 

useful to those for whose sake it is also 

tilled, receives a blessing from God; 8 but if 

it yields thorns and thistles, it is worthless 

and close to being cursed, and it ends up 

being burned.” 

Matthew 7:18-20

“18 A good tree cannot produce bad 

fruit, nor can a bad tree produce good 

fruit.  19 Every tree that does not bear 

good fruit is cut down and thrown into 

the fire.  20 So then, you will know 

them by their fruits.”

Do not play church. A true believer will not apostatize.

What is the difference 

between eternal security

and

perseverance of the saints?


