Jesus Walks Among the
Lampstands

Assessment on Ephesus
Lesson #5
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“But all cities worship Artemis of Ephesus,
and 1ndividuals hold her in honor above all
the gods. The reason, 1n my view, 1s the
renown of the Amazons, who traditionally
dedicated the 1mage; also the extreme
antiquity of this sanctuary. Three other
points as well have contributed to her
renown: the size of the temple, surpassing all
buildings among men, the eminence of the
city of the Ephesians; and the renown of the
goddess who dwells there.”
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Acts 19:24-26, 29, 31, & 34.
“24 For a man named Demetrius, a silversmith,
who made silver shrines of Artemis, was
bringing no little business to the craftsmen; »
these he gathered together with the workmen of
stmilar trades, and said, “‘Men, you know that
our prosperity depends upon this business. 2
You see and hear that not only 1n Ephesus, but
in almost all of Asia, this Paul has persuaded
and turned away a considerable number of
people, saying that gods made with hands are



no gods at all.” . .. ?° The city was filled with
the confusion, and they rushed with one accord
into the theater, dragging along Gaius and
Aristarchus, Paul's traveling companions from
Macedonia. . . . 3! Also some of the Asiarchs
who were friends of his sent to him and
repeatedly urged him not to venture into the
theater. . . . . 34 But when they recognized that
he was a Jew, a single outcry arose from them
all as they shouted for about two hours, ‘Great
1s Artemis of the Ephesians!™”
























Magical writings




What about doctrinal purity today?



Nicolatians today?

“Destroyers of the people.”
Yes.
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“When people use the word “Jesus,” 1t’s important for
us to ask who they’re talking about.

“Are they referring to a token of tribal membership, a
tamed, domesticated Jesus who waves the flag and promotes
whatever values they have decided their nation needs to return
to?

“Are they referring to the supposed source of the
imperial impulse of their group, which wants to conquer other
groups “in the name of Jesus”?

“Are they referring to the logo or slogan of their
political, economic, or military system through which they
sanctify their greed and lust for power?

“Or are they referring to the very life source of the
universe who has walked among us and continues to sustain
everything with his love and power and grace and energy?”

— Love Wins, p. 156.




“Jesus’s death on the cross was not the last word on
this rabbi from Nazareth. What set all sorts of historic events
in motion was his followers’ insistence that they had
experienced him after his death. Their encounters with him
led them to believe that something massive had happened
that had implications for the entire world.

“To understand their claims, 1t’s important to
remember that resurrection after death was not a new 1dea.
In the fall in many parts of the world, the leaves drop from
the trees and the plants die. They turn brown, wither, and
lose their life. They remain this way for the winter —
dormant, dead, lifeless. And then spring comes, and they
burst into life again. Growing, sprouting, producing new
leaves and buds. For there to be spring, there has to be a fall
and then a winter. For nature to spring to life, it first has to



die. Death, then resurrection. This 1s true for ecosystems,
food chains, the seasons — it’s true all across the environment.
Death gives way to live.

“A seed has to be buried in the ground before it can
rise up from out of the earth as new life.

“Think of what you’ve had to eat today.

“Dead. All of it. If you ate plants, they were at some
point harvested, uprooted, disconnected from a stalk or vine,
yanked from the ground so that they could make their way to
your plate, where you ate them so that you can . . . live. The
death of one living thing for the life of another.

“This death-and-life mystery, this mechanism, this
process 1s built into the very fabric of creation. The cells 1n
our bodies are dying at a rate of millions a second, only to be
replaced at a similar rate of millions a second. Our skin 1s
constantly flaking off and our body 1s continually replacing




the skin cells with new ones; we have entirely new skin
every week or so.

“Death 1s the engine of life 1n the relational realm as
well. Think about those firefighters who lost their lives on
9/11 rescuing people. Who 1sn’t moved when they hear
those stories of selfless heroism? We talk about how
inspiring it 1s when people sacrifice themselves for the well-
being of another. To inspire 1s to give life. Their deaths for
others’ lives.

“So when the writers of the Bible talk about Jesus’s
resurrection bringing new life to the world, they aren’t
talking about a new concept. They’re talking about

something that has always been true. It’s how the world
works.” — Love Wins, p. 130, 131.




“When we baptize, we lower people into the water and
then bring them back up out of the water. The water signifies
death; being raised up out of it signifies life. Lowered like
Christ 1n his death, raised like Christ 1n his life.

“When we take the Eucharist, or Communion, we dip
bread into a cup, enacting and remembering Jesus’s gift of
himself. His body, his blood, for the life of the world. Our
bodies, our lives, for the life of the world.

“These rituals are true for us, because they’re true for
everybody. They unite us, because they unite everybody.

“These are signs, glimpses, and tastes of what is true
for all people in all places at all times — we simply name the
mystery present in all the world, the gospel already
announced to every creature under heaven.”

— Love Wins, p. 131.




The Correction

Remember

Repent



The Consequences

Negative

Positive






